ENG 102
Argument Response Prompt

Introduction
In this module, we will look at several different arguments that state an opinion and then support it. For this essay, you will first read or watch one of these types of arguments, summarize it, and then respond to it using additional research. 
Directions
· Select and read one of the “Arguments about Current Issues” (provided in the “Contents by Genre” p. xxix-xxx) or watch one of the Ted Talk options provided in Module 1.
· In 750-1000 words, write an essay of at least five paragraphs in which you first summarize your selection and then respond to it with a developed argument that discusses the accuracy of the selection’s argument.
· Your response should provide adequate context, researched evidence, and thorough discussion.
[bookmark: _sfk9rtqhw8md]Suggested Outline
· Introduction 
· 5-6 Sentence summary of the chosen reading selection. Remember to include the author's name and essay/article title in the first sentence and avoid heavy quotation throughout the summary.
· 1-2 Sentence argumentative thesis statement that addresses the accuracy of the selected reading’s argument. The thesis should list your main points and serve as a mini-outline for the essay.
· Use your introduction to set up the idea that you are responding to another writer’s work—this provides context for your argument. 
· Three Body Paragraphs
· Use your body paragraphs to develop and support the main points from your thesis statement as well as introduce examples from your sources.
· Start each body paragraph with a topic sentence.
· Use transitions to connect your ideas.
· Include signal phrases and in-text citations each time you quote or paraphrase a source.
· Conclusion
· Restate your main idea in a new way (do not simply copy and paste your thesis). Bring your essay to a close. 
· Try mirroring the introduction in terms of content and structure. 
· Ex: If you start your paper with a statistic, remind the reader of that statistic at the end of your paper to bring your ideas full circle.
Research Requirements
· 3 Direct quotes (at minimum) from your primary source (the work you are responding to).
· 1 Direct quote (at minimum) from a professionally published, credible web source. 
· Any borrowed material (quoted, summarized, or paraphrased) must be properly cited in-text and in the Works Cited page.
MLA Format
Your essay should be properly formatted according to the most up-to-date MLA standards discussed in class or located in course materials (your textbook or the MLA and Research Resources area of Blackboard).  
Proper formatting includes all of the following criteria:
· MLA General Format 
· In-text citations
· Works Cited page
[bookmark: _9sbr1ezf36wu]Submission Guidelines
· Submit your essay to the correct Blackboard Assignment folder before the due date and time discussed in class and posted in Blackboard. Emailed essays will not be accepted.
· If you are using anything other than traditional desktop Word to create your essays (Office 365, Google Drive, Pages, etc.), you MUST create a .pdf of the document to upload. Blackboard will not read your document otherwise and you will run the risk of not having your assignment submitted on time. 
[bookmark: _4q3lg05iz40b]Additional Information
To be eligible for a passing grade, essays must meet the following basic requirements:
· 750-1000 words
· Content is on topic 
· Meets all research requirements (number of quotes, types of sources, includes in-text documentation and a Works Cited page, etc.)
· Has no issues with academic dishonesty (i.e. essay is original to this class this semester and includes no undocumented borrowed information)
